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accepted money payments in lieu of labour rents is shown
by the provision inserted in the new leases, expressly safe-
guarding the rights of the lord, and fixing the duration of
the tenancy at the lord's will or until a fresh tenant would
agree to the old accustomed services (servicia prius inde
debita et consueta)*. The manorial rolls of a Cambridgeshire
manor2 tell how a tenant was admitted in 1396 to a holding
at a rent of twelve shillings to hold to him and his sequela
(posterity), until some one should come to take it at the
accustomed services, and in case such a one appeared the
tenant was to have the option of continuing to hold at the
old services, and should he reject this option he was to
receive from the incoming tenant the costs that he had laid
out upon the tenement. Even as late as 1417 a tenant
received a holding on a Middlesex manor3 for five years at
a money rent on the understanding that the lease should
terminate, if a newcomer would take it " according to the
custom of the manor for rent and services ". Yet at the
moment the lords were powerless to resist forces that
brooked no opposition. The villeins, owing to their depleted
numbers, held a weapon in their hands which rendered their
masters impotent; this was the threat of desertion. " If
their masters challenge them and offer to pay them for their
services according to the form of the said statutes, they fly
and run suddenly away out of their own country from
county to county, from hundred to hundred, and from
village to village, in strange places unknown to their
masters"4. This description (1376) was no less true of
serfs than of free labourers. In earlier times flight from
the manor, though not altogether unknown, was rare. The
law which annexed the serf to the glebe was enforced
primarily because the economic conditions of the period
served to retard any general fluidity of labour. These
economic conditions had been twofold. In the first place,
1  Eynsham Abbey was enjoined by Bishop Gray not to grant leases
beyond five years : Eynsham Cartulary (ed. H. E. Salter, 1908), ii. 190.    Cf.
Page, End of Villainage, 67, 76.
2  Wilburton : The English Historical Review, ix. 427.
1  Victoria County History, Middlesex, ii. 74.
* Rotuli Parliamentorum, ii. 340 a.